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A unit project brief 
An exhibition 
22 visual essays created by students 
in response to the Victorian pamphlet 
collection at Conway Hall 
Part of  Victorian Blogging project,  
funded by HLF 
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Learners can only truly learn to think critically  
if  they are able to challenge the problems within 
power and knowledge structures in their education 
environment, as well as the wider world 
Lauren Smith

Journal of  Information Literacy 


















It made me reflect on how I had simply absorbed 
all concepts fed to me throughout my education as 
'the truth'. I had no idea that my fellow students 
had a different vision and their perception of  




In response to the project








Conway Hall Library 
28th October 2020 
Exploring serendipity in collections. 
Considering curatedness of space, 
knowledge and bias 
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Creative Library 
Research







It had never occurred to me before that curatorial 
spaces, such as libraries or archives, control the flow 
of  information about a given topic. They can shape 




In response to the project








There is a well-established canon in Graphic Design, 
meaning that practitioners have been relying on the 
same literature, same biases, and the same people in 
the past. Design risks becoming repetitive, reflecting 
ideas and styles that are no longer relevant nor accurate 
Student

In response to the project









Conway Hall Library 
11th November 2020 
Exploring thinking through making 
in response to pamphlets 
















It is a completely different approach to creating 
something. It is almost like the brain goes into 
‘survival mode’, and it is in that mode when 
we start discovering ideas that we did not 
know we had 
Student

In response to the workshop










Design a visual essay that 
communicates a critical position 
10-12 images  
Up to 500 words 
No more than 23cm x 22cm 
Shelf  size at Conway Hall  








A Lecture on Woman’s Rights Isabel Brazão 
A Lecture on Woman’s Rights Laurence Collis  
A Man From the Moon Haoran Wang 
A Man From the Moon Ruoyang Sun  
A Man From the Moon Namhee Kwon 
A Man From the Moon Zihan Yuan 
An Appeal to the Young Yi-Ling Hsiao 
Down Stream Han Zhou  
Hour in a Library Cheng Meng 
Negro’s Place in Nature Hao Lu 
On Vegetarianism Jiachen Song 
Reform in Burial Rites Peilin Huang 
Remarks on The Education of Deaf and Dumb 
Snigdha Taparia 
Statement of Mrs Lydia B Denny Sabrina Brouwers 
Statement of Mrs Lydia B Denny Sharanya Srikanth 
The Fruits of Philosophy Anqi Wang 
The Fruits of Philosophy Yiqiao Wang 
The Fruits of Philosophy Jiachen Song 
The Fruits of Philosophy Shihhan Huang 
The Law of Population Hang Fang Tsai 
The Legalization of Female Slavery Chi Ma 
The Political Status of Women Elenora Scardanzan 
The Myths and Facts of Combined 
Oral Contraceptive – Hang Fang Tsai 
In response to The Law of  Population 
by Annie Besant
The Myths and Facts of Combined 
Oral Contraceptive – Hang Fang Tsai 
In response to The Law of  Population 
by Annie Besant
The Myths and Facts of Combined 
Oral Contraceptive – Hang Fang Tsai 
In response to The Law of  Population 
by Annie Besant
The Myths and Facts of Combined 
Oral Contraceptive – Hang Fang Tsai 
In response to The Law of  Population 
by Annie Besant
The Other Side of the Moon – 
Nahmee Kwon  
In response to Man from the Moon 
1870, Unknown
Wallet of Moon Money – Ruoyang Sun  
In response to Man from the Moon 
1870, Unknown
Wallet of Moon Money – Ruoyang Sun  
In response to Man from the Moon 
1870, Unknown
Wallet of Moon Money – Ruoyang Sun  
In response to Man from the Moon 
1870, Unknown
Wallet of Moon Money – Ruoyang Sun  
In response to Man from the Moon 
1870, Unknown
Wallet of Moon Money – Ruoyang Sun  
In response to Man from the Moon 
1870, Unknown
The Flower of Philosophy – Anqi Wang 
In response to Fruits of  Philosophy  
by Charles Knowlton, 1832
The Flower of Philosophy – Anqi Wang 
In response to Fruits of  Philosophy  
by Charles Knowlton, 1832







Fruits of Philosophy – Amanda Huang 
In response to Fruits of  Philosophy  
by Charles Knowlton, 1832
Desire is Endless – Jiachen Song 
In response to On Vegetarianism  
by Francis William Newman, 1904
Desire is Endless – Jiachen Song 
In response to On Vegetarianism  
by Francis William Newman, 1904







Poems of Sentiment  
– Sabrina Brouwers 
In response to Statement  
of  Mrs Lydia B Denny  
by Mrs Lydia B Denny, 1863







Poems of Sentiment  
– Sabrina Brouwers 
In response to Statement  
of  Mrs Lydia B Denny  
by Mrs Lydia B Denny, 1863
The White Book – Hao Lu 
In response to Negro’s Place in Nature, 
James Hunt, 1863 








Photo by Anita Strasser







Conway Hall Library 
30th January - 31st March 2020 
Essays were classified using the 
Dewey system and placed back 
into the Conway Hall collection
Exhibition
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Essays were viewed in the context  
of other books dealing with the same 
topic, allowing visitors to experience  
the range of titles and subjects in the 
Conway Hall Library collection
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Exhibition








The interesting ways that the 
theme of In Response continued






























Knight, Laura and Ramejkis, Adam 
(2020) In Response. The Ethical 
Record, 125 (2). pp. 12-16.







In order to learn from a tradition, one has to be 
able to push against it, and not be bowed by a 
surfeit of  reverence. The point is not to replicate 
the conclusions of  a tradition, but rather to enter 
into the same problems as the ancients and make 
them one’s own 
Matthew Crawford

The World Beyond your Head 
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